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FINANCIAL REPORT OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL'S BUREAU 
FROM APRIL 1, 1913 TO DECEMBER 31, 1913. (EXPENDI- 
TURES JANUARY 1, 1913 TO MARCH 31, 1913, 
. INCLUDED IN LAST REPORT.) 

mSBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries $4,362 36 

Traveling exi)eiiseB 2,418 15 

Postage 200 00 

Priotiug and binding 253 86 

Express 8 80 

Office supplies 59 08 

Telephone 87 86 

Miscellaneous 315 13 

Total -. $7,705 24 

KESOURCBS. 

Appropriations available July 1st, 1913 to June 30th, 1914 . . |15,000 00 

Fees collected, moving picture inspections 4,430 00 

Total $19,430 00 

Balance S'11,724 76 
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THIRD ANNUAL BEPOKT. 

Depaetment op Insurance — Fire Marshal's Bubeal". 

Lansing, April lat, 1914. 

To His Excellency, Woodbridge N. Ferris, Goyemor of the State of 
Michigao, Lansing: 

Sir: — In submitting this, the Third Annual Report of the State Fire 
Marshal's Bureau, it is necessary to call attention to the fact that, owing 
to a desire to make^the report cover a calendar year rather than a fiscal 
year, for the purpose of future comparisons, it has been found advisable 
to include the figures of the last three months of the last annual report 
in the statistical tables. 

The work of the Bureau, in the past year, has deeply impressed me 
with its possibilities, and I am sure that no member of the legislature 
or citizen of Michigan, can contemplate the great benefits that are inuring 
to our material welfare, by the operation of this Bureau, without feel- 
ing that the money it has cost, has been well spent. While the organiza- 
tion is not even yet elaborate, as compared to the bureaus of some 
other states, it was not until the past year that any real constructive 
work was possible, owing to the lack of proper appropriation. If there 
were nothing else to mark the record of the past year, the work in con- 
nection with the supervision and regulation of the moving picture 
theaters and the unusual number of investigations of suspicious fires, 
with the attendant punishment of convicted or self confessed arsonists, 
which has bad an almost incalculable moral influence, would alone 
stamp the year 1913, as a notable one. 

The Bureau has been hampered in a measure by the tendency on the 
part of some, to thwart the enforcement of the law, by resorting to 
court injunction. It is a matter of regret that though the statistics 
show that the needless fire waste in this country, is appalling as com- 
pared to fire waste of European countries, no sooner do our legislatures, 
in their wisdom, pass laws for prevention of this vast toll in loss of 
life and property than seemingly good citizens, seemingly patriotic citi- 
zens, rush into the courts and seek by injunction to prevent the state 
authorities from enforcing the statutes. Education, however, will in 
time, remedy this evil ; and I trust that the time is not far distant when 
elementary instruction in the great economic loss of fire waste, as well 
as in the ordinary methods of fire prevention, will be taught in our 
public schools, by occasional but periodic lectures. When the public, 
as a whole, comes to a realizing sense, that the people and mot the in- 
surance companies pay the fire losses, and that property destroyed by 
fire, is property gone forever, we will have more co-operation with state 
authorities in the matter of law enforcement. i 
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PIRE CHIEFS 8H0VT.D I 



The Fire Chiefs of the State, with but one or two exceptions, have 
been willing and anxious to co-operate with this Bureau, in every way 
posBible, to bring about better conditions and reduce the Are hazard in 
Michigan. This feeling of co-operation has also been shared by the 
various city electricians, building inspectors, local authorities, the 
newspapers and the public in general. Under the Fire Marshal Law, 
the chief of each fire department is a deputy state fire marshal, but no 
provision has ever been made by the legislature to reimburse them for 
the work demanded of them hy the State. Outside of the larger cities, 
Detroit, Grand Rapids, Saginay, Bay City, Battle Creek, Lansing, 
Jackson and such towns, the chiefs are but part paid. Many of them 
are employed at day labor in business places or factories, while others 
are engaged in business for themselves. They, under the Fire Marshal 
Law, are required to devote many hours during the year in making in- 
spections, investigations, making reports to and serving notices and 
orders for this Bureau. In many instances, this work comes as an 
actual hardship, in that considerable time and money is lost to them, 
while working under orders from the Fire Marshal, In all but one or 
two instances, as above mentioned, the chiefs throughout the State, 
have given their time willingly and cheerfnlly and have spent no small 
amount of money in postage, etc., in making out and mailing reports to 
this office, and I respectfully suggest that the fire chiefs of Michigan, 
especially those who do not receive full pay from their respective cities, 
ought to be allowed, by law, suitable remuneration for the work per- 
formed by them for the State, work which is almost of inestimable value 
to this Bureau and the State. 

MICHIGAN PIBB PREVENTION ASSOCIATION. 

I also wish to acknowledge the work of the Michigan Fire Preven- 
tion Association. This Association is composed of about one hundred 
bright, capable field men of the various fire insurance companies, all 
experts in their line of work, who devote from one to two days each 
month, in the larger towns and cities of the State, making thorough 
inspections of the fire hazards in the down-town and congested dis- 
tricts. Either Assistant Fire Marshal Robinson or a representative 
from this Bureau has been in attendance at the meetings of this Asso- 
ciation, held at Manistee, Lndington, MeDonijnee, Grand Rapids and 
Detroit and have assisted in the work of such inspections. The work of 
the Michigan Fire Prevention Association is just what the name im- 
plies, the prevention of fires throughout the State. At each inspection, 
the men are assigned certain city blocks to inspect. The property is 
carefully inspected from cellar to roof and every defect noted. Prop- 
erty owners are given instructions in regard to the danger of allowing 
rubbish to accumulate; of the danger of fire from improper installation 
of electric wiring and all other causes. A written report is made of 
each individual inspection and the property owner is given written in- 
structions to remedy all hazardous conditions. Should the owner fail 
to comply with such instructions within a reasonable length of time, the 
matter is turned over to this Bureau and an inspector is then sent to 
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investigate and issue tlie necessary orders. That the work of the Michi- 
gan Fire Prevention Association has brought splendid results is be- 
yond qnestion. The newspapers of the various towns and cities where 
inspections were held, have rendered every assistance tlirough their 
columns, and In many instances the papers have published strong edi- 
torials commending the work of the Fire Marshars Bureau and the 
Michigan Fire Prevention Association. 

MOVING PICTUBE LAW UPHBU). 

On or about the 20th of July, I issued orders, under Section 4 of the 
Michigan Moving Picture Law, closing three upstairs moving picture 
theatres at Detroit, the Bijou, 24 Monroe Street; the Jewel, 30 Michi- 
gan Avenue, and the Avenue, 996 Michigan Avenue. Following the 
serving of the above orders, the owners of the three upstairs theatres, 
secural temporary injunctions, restraining this Bureau from interfer- 
ing with their theatres. The temporary injunctions were obtained be- 
fore Circuit Judge, Hon. Alfred J. Murphy, and were later made per- 
manent. The case was then carried to the Supreme Court of Michigan, 
by Attorney GeneraJ Grant Fellows, where the law was sustained by a 
sweeping decision of the Court, with every judge sitting on the case and 
all concurring in the opinion handed down. This opinion, I believe, to 
be one of the best ever rendered in Michigan, for the safety of the public 
and the protection of property and will no doubt apply to every theatre 
in Michigan showing motion pictures. The above mentioned theatres, 
following the decision of the Supreme Court and upon recent orders 
issued by this Bureau, have discontinued the use of motion pictures. 
At the beginning of the flret inspection of the theatres in July, it was 
found that many, especially those in the smaller towns, were veritable 
fire-traps, and very dangerous conditions were found in the greater 
majority of such theatres throughout the State. 

The Calumet disaster, of course, demonstrates that it is not neces- 
sary for an actual fire to occur to cause a panic, and that under cer- 
tain conditions, a panic happening in any public place or theatre, may 
cause appalling loss of life, whether or not the requirements of the 
State Law have been complied with. In connection with the Calumet 
horror, I wish to call your attention io the fact that throughout the 
State there are a large number of upstairs theatres and opera houses 
— not showing pictures — which, because of their location, should be 
considered as extremely dangerous. Should a fire or panic happen dur- 
ing a performance in many of the theatres, when a large crowd is 
present, it is not unreasonable to expect a repetition of the awful calam- 
ity, which shocked the entire counti-y, at Calumet Christmas Eve. I 
am recommending that a law be enacted, closing every upstairs theatre, 
opera house and place of amusement in Michigan. Such a law would 
meet with much opposition from various quarters, but I believe it would 
meet with the unqualified approval of the people of the State. 

£"»£ DRILLS IN SCHOOLS. 

Section 9 of the State Fire Marshal Law, requires all schools to 
conduct proper fire drills, at least once a month, and that all exit doors 
be kept unlocked. During the year, the attention of school authorities 
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in various parts of the State, was called to this provision ia the law. 
All chiefs of fire departments were requested in a circular letter, issued 
by the Bureau, to advise with local school boards and Buperintendents 
on this point. In a few remote cases, it was later found necessary by 
the Bureau, to issue formal orders, directing that the law be complied 
with. 

FIBE ESCAPES ANO EXIT DOOHS. 

Many public buildings in Michigan are not properly equipped with fii-e 
escapes, and exit doors do not swing outwardly to conform to law. 
Appreciating ihiB fact, this Bureau began, just before the close of the 
year, an energetic campaign, to remedy conditions. A large number of 
inspections of buildings were made, by the Bureau Inspectors, and 
orders issued, directing the erection of flre escapes or rearranging of 
exit doors and hallways. In this work, the Bureau, in a circular letter, 
directed to the fire chiefs of the State, asked their co-operation, and 
met with a ready response. I have also found that the general public 
was awakened to the gravity of the situation and with but few excep- 
tions, all orders of the Bui-eau have been complied with. 

STORING OP DYNAMITE. 

In carrying on its inspection work, the Bureau has found that dealers 
who handle dynamite, are familiar with the provision of the law regard- 
ing same, and it has been necessary in but few cases to order changes 
made in the methods in vogue. At Fremont, Fire Chief Henry McCarty, 
ordered the arrest of a dealer, on a charge of improperly storing dyna- 
mite, and he came into Court, pleaded guilty, paid a fine and was dis- 
charged. 

BULLETINS. 

During the year, the Bureau has engaged in a more or less systematic 
campaign to make the people of the State of Michigan, better acquainted 
with the work being done, and to encourage fire prevention and dis- 
courage fire waste. Bulletins have been issued each month giving in- 
formation regarding the fires reported to the Bureau during the month. 
Special bulletins on the following subjects, have also been issued : 

"Christmas Don'ts." 

"Fourth of July Advice." 

"Hints for Cold Weather." 

"gaming against Unsafe Exits in Public Buildings." 

"Proper Christmas Decorations in Stores." 

"Matches as Mischief Makers." 

'•Warning to Careless Smokers." 

In carrying on this campaign, the Bureau has been given the ener- 
getic and cheerful co-operation of the press of the State. 

SUSPICIOUS FIRES, _ 

Perhaps next in importance to the inspection of theatres, schools and 
public buildings throughout the State by the Fire Marshal Bureau, is 
the investigation of the many arson and incendiary fires. Never before 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 11 

in the history of the Bureau, have as man; suspicious fires been re- 
ported as in the past few monthB. For many months the Pire Marshal 
Bureaus of Ohio, New York, Illinois and other states, have been con- 
ducting an active and a^;ressiTe flgbt against the so-called "Arson 
Trust" and "Fire Bug Squads." As a result of the many convictions in 
the above mentioned States, and because of the large number of incen- 
diary and arson fires being reported to this Bureau, at the present time, 
from the larger cities of the State, and especially the city of Detroit, I 
am convinced that this class of criminals has selected Michigan, in 
which to continue its operations. Since the first of July, the Bureau 
has investigated sixty-one suspicious fireSj as shown by the special re- 
ports. Of this number, while we were convinced of the guilt of the 
parties suspected, in many instances it was impossible to secure evi- 
dence to warrant prosecution. 

A number of confessions of guilt have been secured, as shown by the 
report, and a number of cases are pending at the present time in the 
Courts. Up to the time I assumed the duties of State Fire Marshal, 
owing to insuGBcient appropriations, very little effort had been made 
toward the investigation of incendiary fires. Local authorities, sheriffs, 
prosecuting attorneys and other officials, know and realize how difficult 
it is to obtain evidence in such cases and this class of criminals was 
practically free from prosecution in Michigan. Because of the many ob- 
stacles and for tbe reason that in the case of a suspicious fire, where the 
property is nearly or totally destroyed, thereby destroying all evidence 
of the methods employed by tbe "fire-bugs," the work of investigation 
at times is discouraging, but I am thoroughly convinced that every in- 
vestigation has a good moral effect and that much is accomplished 
whether or not a conviction is secured. 

Under the present Fire Marshal Law, these investigations can be 
conducted only by myself, the deputy or the assistant Fire Marshal. In 
many of the States thwe are from seven to ten deputies or assistants 
with full authority to make investigations of arson or incendiary fires, 
and I believe the present Michigan Law should be changed, so that the 
Fire Marshal should have the authority to employ and issue commis- 
sions to extra deputies to take care of and devote the necessary time to 
this branch of the work. 

I would be faithless to my sense of justice, if I did not here acknowl- 
edge m,^- deep appreciatitm of the unusual devotion of Asst. State 
Fire Mai-^al, Sam. Kobinson, and his staff to their official work. 
Theirs has been an arduous labor, for they were enforcing new and 
seemingly drastic laws, and it has required patience and courage upon 
many occasions. We have not in the past, had the advantages 'of a 
general bulletin service for ccHnmunicaiion with the public, but the 
press of the State, has given valuable co-operation and recognized the 
importance of the work to their readers; and I consider this phase of 
publicity, more influential and far reaching than any other. I can- 
not close this report therefore, without expressing my profound thanks 
to the newspapers of Michigan, for their loyalty to tbe interests of the 
' people of the State, in their valuable support to this Bureau in its work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
John T. Winship, 

Commissioner of Insurance. 

Ex Officio State Fire Marshal. ■ 
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INSPECTIONS OP HAZARDS. 

The feature of the work done by the bn'- iring the year in mak- 

intr iospectioDS of varions hazards and i lers where necessary 

lias been the discovery that the [leopl ..cuigan are thoronghly 

awake to the fact that the best way to i,„ fires is to prevent them. 
In nearly every city and village, where inspections have been made, 
the local authorities have been eager to give the bureau every encour- 
agement and assistance. Property owners on whom orders were issued 
have in most cases promptly complied with the same. During the year 
8.17 official inspections made in 105 cities and villages were recorded by 
the bureau; 261 orders directing that buildings be repaired were 
issued; 335 directing the razing of structures; 152 ordering the clean- 
ing up of premises; 183 directing compliance of the law relating to the 
storing or handling of gasoline and explosives. In addition to the in- 
spections which are a part of the official records the bureau representa- 
tives in a large number of cases called the attention of property owners 
to faulty conditions, and upon their promises to remedy same did not 
make any reports and no official orders were issued. 

TABLE I.— INSPECTION OF HAZARDS. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 
TABLE I.—Continutd. 
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TABLE I .— Canctiuted. 



City. 
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MOVING PICTURE THEATRE INSPECTIONS. 

Given jurisdiction by Act 257, Public Acts of 1913; this bureau lia^ 
iuspected various buildings where moving picture exhibitions have been 
given. In carrying on this work the bureau inspectors visited 235 cities 
and villages, inspected 612 theatres, issued 439 licenses, closed 59 
theatres and ordered 46 others to discontinue giving pictures. In a 
large number o( cases it was found necessary for theatres to be in- 
spected more than once before approval could be given to them and 
licenses issued. In performing this labor the bureau has received valu- 
able aid from fire chiefs and has found theatre owners as a rule ready 
to comply with all the provisions of the orders. 

TABLE II.— THEATRE INSPECTION, 
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TABLE U.—ContiniLed. 



Town. 


issued. 


lamed. 


Pictura 


■^iir 




1 

2 
3 

2 


1 














: 








































1 

1 






































' 




















































1 






1 






























1 














1 










2 
















} 




















J 






■» 


































1 












3- 

3 

! 

2 






1 
























































H bbell 


























' 









„ Google 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 
TABLE U.—Csntinned. 
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TABLE II.— CoilinumJ. 
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TABLE IL— Conclud«i. 



Town. 
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TABLE III.— FIRES BY MONTHS. 

January 631 

Febrnary 833 

March 555 

April 726 

Mav 918 

June 920 

Jnly 1,001 

August 1,147 

September 815 

October 707 

November 63C 

December 771 

Total 9,660 
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KEPOBTS OF FIRES. 



The tables contained in this report showing the number of fires re- 
ported to the State Fire Marshal's Bureau indicate an increase over the 
jireceding year. This increase is due, however, not to an increase in the 
fire waste in the state, but rather to the fact that the bureau during the 
' past year has put into effect a system, whereby it is able to secure more 
complete reports of fires taking place in the various sections of the 
state; in other words, we are getting the reports of fires now, where 
they were hitherto unreported. Bureau records reveal the fact that 
fi,551 of the !),660 fires reported wijre in dwellings. During the year there 
were 230 fires in school houses, churches, theatres and other public 
buildings. Sparks on roofs are reported to have caused 560 fires. Of 
tile l,.13;t lightning fires, 142 were reportwl from Wayne county, 100 from 
Isabella and 86 from Oakland. Reports as to whether buildings struck 
were equipped with rods or not, are not complete but indicate that a 
small percentage of structures i-odded were struck. Wayne county led 
in number of fires reported to have been caused by sparks from chimneys 
130; unknown, 633; defective wiring, 108; defective chimneys, 95; 
matches, 378. Other counties making a considerable showing in these 
causes were as follows: Unknown, Kent, 157, Bay, 101; sparks from 
chimneys, Bay, 53, Kent, 32; defective wiring, Kent, 21, Saginaw, 17; 
defective chimney, Bay, 45, Kent, 36; matches, Kent, 57, Kalamazoo, 35. 
More than one-third of the 9,660 fires reported, or 3,480 were caused by 
defective chimneys, defective wiring, sparks from chimneys, overheated 
stoves, etc., and might have been prevented, 

TABLE IV.— FIRE HEPORT BY COUNTIES. 
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TABLE IV.—Co»clvdid. 



County. 


No. 


Value. . 
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.ss'ils 

246:220 05 
24.300 38 

■ill s 
111 

88,220 14 

III 
111 

48,304 28 

6:023 65 
42,615 25 

'o5:788 08 

26:063 46 
40,465 23 

46:815 44 

538.460 67 

44.405 73 
19.836 81 

i'-s'i 
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88,333 7.5 
33.638 79 
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Note — No record is giyen of Oscoda county, no reports having been received [rom this couDtfi 
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STATE FIRE MARSHAL. 
TABLE v.— CAUSES OF FIRES. LOSB AND INSURANCE. 



Arid tank .. 

AdioUinB building,. 
Alcohol njnp 



Balloon on root 

Bre^dng sprlnklei pipe . . 



Burning underbiuA , , 

BumiDE gnsa 

Bunted oil pipe 

BoHet 



-Chilstmu turkey 

CftreleM children 

-CbemiCBl tank 

■CieaniM instniineiits . . 

Cioggeaoonveyot 

•Cleaning fluid 



Curtain from gas Jet. . . 
-Curtain from stove. , . . 
Defective chimney . ■ - . 

D^ective engiae 

Detective fireplace . . . . 



Defective Bteamp^ . . 



DrykUn 

Electric lied van 
Electric beater. . 

Electric iron 

Electric ilstat 



Engine 

Eiplosloa 

Eiplralon o( iHttie of medicin 

Eiplo^on of firepot 

Explosion of flasbllgbt 

Expiotion ol gas 

Eiploaion of gas engine 

Explosion of gasaline 

Explosion of gasoline stove . . . 
Explosion of gasoline coffee ui 

Explosion of kerosene 

Explosion ot lamp 

Explosion of lantern 

Explosion ot oil tuik 



»40 60 

S«2,2S3 71 

S44 SO 



SS3,30e 40 

SZD 00 

3,251 41 



a,4sa 00 
ss.sse S2 

247,966 41 



33 00 
40.S24 65 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 
TABLE v.— Conhnutd. 



Caus.. 


No. 


Value. 


V>M. 


Insurance. 


■ 


1 
t 

2 

2 
S 

! 
1 

73 

1 

1 

■; 

i 

802 


IS 

123.250 
100,000 

3.000 

60.117 

27[0«S 
3.O0O 
7:788 

80 .302 

500 

fll.OOO 

31.644 

420.735 
1.219.906 

liii 

25,000 

59,500 
4.000 

*''25;500 
21300 

22)500 
797:850 


S75S OO 
18 76 
400 00 

ill 

104 00 

124 00 

"'Iss 

"11 

■lis! 

1 .027 59 

si 

70 00 

1,000 00 
330 95 

280 (M 
521 SO 
45 00 

188 25 

' 10 00 

4,251 36 

5 00 

47.563 35 
140 00 
10 50 
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STATE FIRE MARSHAL. 
TABLE v.— C«itti.ii*i. 



Cause. ■ 


No. 


Valus. 


Lou. 


Insurance. 




143 

26 

1 

1 

1 

1 
2 

4 

2 

1 
5 

,i! 

2 
26 

,1? 

' 1 


•11 

18,000 

Ji 
51 

siooo 

■5sa 

6:200 

'M 

2.000 
15:981 
24:700 

"!:SS8 
'!« 

69:789 
55,800 


69 00 

15.548 07 

I6S 00 

103,762 00 
150 00 

s.It? 00 

100 00 

2,983 00 

"ill 

492 15 

20,OS3 00 
10 80 

4"fi 

'"■11 
■ill 

9:637 63 

8 00 
15.086 41 

17 .605 71 

"■■»•■'« 
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llalittn Hal), Calumet, where aeveral persons met their death In a fire panic Chrislmaa Day. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 
TABLE v.— CsHeiurftJ. 



Cause. 


No. 


Value. 


Loss. 


Inmirance. 




a 

S3 


142!O00 

8,000 
124.200 

e,ooo 


5,450 00 
40 00 

' 10 00 

25 00 
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S.ooo 




ToUto 


9.860 


(72,328,394 


17.446,158 57 


S60, 225.362 



Di3iiizedb,G00gle 



STATE FIRE MARSHAL, 



NUMBER OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

Since the last report, fire loTeBtigations were conducted in twenty-nine 
counties in Michigan. 

Property losses, 80 far as known, caused by fires reported for investi- 
gation and classed as Incendiary, Suspicious and Unknown causes: 

Incendiary ?25,049 00 

Suspicious 70,480 00 

Unknown 4,225 00 

Total 5!99,754 OO 



RECOKD OF FIBE INVESTIGATIONS MADE SINCE THE ORGAN- 
IZATION OP THE DEPT. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPOET. 



Fires reported for investigation since last report, 61 in number, were 
classed as follows: 

Incendiary 22 

Suspicious 34 

Unknown 5 

Total 61 



TABLE VI.— FIRES INVESTIGATED, CLASSED BY COUNTIES. 



Couttly. 


Incendluy. 


SiuplclouB. 


Unknown, 
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STATE FIRE MARSHAU 



FIBKS INVESTIGATED. 



Wear-U-Well Shoe Co. store, Hastings, Prank Livermore, JUgr. Fire 
occurred July 18, 1913, confined to shoe boxea, newspapers, etc., in base- 
ment of store. Livermore appai-ently set the fire to conceal a shortage 
of stock, as he was arrested ou complaint of his company charged with 
embezzlement of $70,00 worth of shoes, confessed and was sentenced 
Aug. 25, 1913, to serve one to five years in Ionia Reformatory. 

Jay G. Carpenter dwelling in Carlton township. Fire occurred Sept. 
15, 1913, was discovered in leanto of dwelling by neighbors. A natural 
cause seems improbable. There have been many similar fires in the local- 
ity, causes unknown. 

BAY COUNTY. 

Mrs. Hosa Johnson millinei-y store at Pinconning, including contents, 
heavily insured, and adjoining property. Fire occurred July 11, 1913. 
Egbert F, Amy, of Bay City, was arrested on the charge of arson which 
later was dismissed, owing to defects in bill of complaint, on motion 
of Prosecutor. Amy later was re-arrested, also Pire Chief Walter Golds- 
worthy and Mrs, Johnson, on charges of conspiracy. Amy and Golds- 
worthy confessed, implicating Mrs. Johnson, and were bound over to the 
Circuit court. Mrs. Johnson, when arraigned, demanded an examination 
in Justice court. Amy confessed firing the Johnson building for $50.00, 
|20.00 of which he had received. The matter is still pending in court. 

Linwood Lumber Company lumber shed and contents, at Linwood, 
Fire occurred July 13, 1913, destroying the property after two attempts 
within a short time to burn the property. The "fire-bug" has not been 
apprehended. 

BERRIEN COUNTY. 

D. C. Wood store building and other property, in Bainbridge township. 
Fire occurred July 20, 1913. Investigation pending. 

Vincent A. Bice summer hotel, at Chapin Lake. Fire occurred in 
October, 1913, circumstances such that this department felt justified in 
investigating. 

CALHOUN COUNTY, 

Wilbur Sprague farm buildings, and contents owned by himself and 
tenant, John King and wife, in Emmet township. Pire occurred Sept. 
1, 1913. King and wife were arrested Sept, 15, 1913, charged with 
arson. Cases were dismissed without the knowledge or consent of the 
department, ou motion of the Prosecuting Attorney. 

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY. 

H. I. McMillan, frame warehouse at East Jordan, used by Alfred 
Rogers, Contractor. Fire occurred Oct, 7, 1913, about 5 gallons of kero- 
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sene being used in firing the building. Tlie "fire-bug" has not been 
apprehended. 

L. N. Melosh, frame dwelling at Boyne City. Fire occurred Oct, 19, 
1913. Circumstancee surrounding fire such that this department felt 
justified in investigating. 

Mr. Oeiken's frame building at Charlevoix, used by Thomas Zverina 
as a "Quick Bepair Sboe Shop." Fire occurred in December, 1913. 
Circumstances surrounding fire such that the department felt justified 
ID investigating. 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY. 

Alex. W. Clark hotel, saloon, bam, dwelling and other buildings at 
Brimley. Fire occurred Oct, 12, 1913. (.'ircumstnnccs suri-ounding fire 
such that this department felt justified in investigating. 

CLARE COUNTY. 

District Schoolhouse No. 5, Hamilton township. Fired Dec. 1, 1913, 
by Fred Speck, aged 69, who confessed that infatuation for his 18 year 
old adopted daughter, teacher in the school, and fear she would marry 
a young man with whom she appeared friendly, prompted him to bum 
the school, thinking she would lose her position as teacher and return to 
the parental home. At the February terra of Circuit Court, Speck'was 
released on probation with the understanding that be reimburse the in- 
surance company ahd school district to the extent of ifSOO for loss sus- 
tained. 

EATON COUNTY, 

Howard Crozier farm barn in Eaton township. Fire occurred Nov. 
17, 1913, and reported of suspicious nature. Cause not determined. 

EMMET COUNTY. 

Kludjian & Cartozian, Japanese and novelty goods store, at Petoskey. 
Fire occurred Aug. 30, 1913, starting in paper and rubbish in rear end 
of store. Cause not determined. 

Bon Ton Mfg. Co., factory building, at Petoskey. Fire occurred Nov. 
8, 1913, was set In 7 places, discovered and extinguished by Fire De- 
partment in time to leave conclusive evidence varnish, shavings and 
newspapers were used in an attempt to destroy the property. The 
"fire-bug" has not been apprehended. 

GENESEB COUNTY. 

Robert Hawkshaw farm bam and contents, 10 miles from Flint. Fire 
occurred Dec. 22, 1913. Cause not determined. Circumstances sur- 
rounding fire such that this department felt justified in investigating. 

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, 

Jfinies Dunn, fomjier roadhouse. and contents owned by Charles 
Oreenman, near Traverse City. Fire occurred July 7, 1913. Circum- 
stances surrounding fire such that the departmentfelt justified in. in- 
vestigating. CjiOOf^lc 
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HURON COUNTY. 



M. L. Kamseya-, faiiu levelling, near Eiktoii. Fire occurred in Sept, 
1913, cause not determined. Circumstances such that department felt 
justified in investigating. 

Abraliam Koffraan, store building, contents, and adjoining property, 
at Kinde. Fire occurred Dec. 29, 1913, cause not determined. Circum- 
stances such that department felt justified in investigating. Pending. 

INGHAM COUNTY. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Campbell, household goods in dwelling at 807 
Johnson Ave, Lansing. Fire occurred Aug. 26, 1913, originating in 
different parts of the house. Circumstances surrounding fire such that 
this department felt justified in investigating. 

8. G. Shore and wife, household goods in dwelling at 807 Lenawee 
street, Lansing. Fire occurred Oct. 29, 1913, originating in rf^ around 
a two gallon can of gasoline in house. Cause not determined, but the 
circumstances were such that the department felt justified in investi- 
gating. 

IONIA COtlNTr. 

George Catt, frame barn and sheds in Odessa township. Fire occurred 
July 22, 1913, cause not determined. Circumstances such that this de- 
partment felt justified in investigating. , 

JACKSON COUNTy. 

Jerome and Byron Angel, brothers, dwelling and contents, in the city 
of Jackson, Fire occurred July 26, 1913. Circumstances surrounding 
fire such that this department felt justified in investigating. 

Mrs. Lena Van Buren j>oolr(»om and adjoining property, Munith. 
Fire occurred Oct. 20, 1913, destroying $10,000 to {15,000 worth of 
property. Circumstances surrounding flre such that this department 
felt justified in investigating. 



Hiram Irwin and wife, farmhouse and contents, in Nelson township. 
Fire occurred Aug. 29, 1913. Circumstances snch that this department 
felt justified in investigating. 

L. Gilbo frame store building occupied by Peter Slockis, in Grand 
Rapids. Fire occurred Sept. 6, 1913. Circumstances such that this de- 
partment felt justified in investigating. 

August Shultz, frame barn and silo, in Gaines township. Fire oc- 
curred Sept. 4, 1913, cause unknown and not determined by investiga- 
tion. 

LUCE COUNTY. 

Northern Timber Company lumber at Deer Park, so-called. Fire 
occurred June 17, 1913, destroying about 2,600,000 feet of lumber, valued 
at about $28,000.00. Circumstances surrounding fire such that this de- 
partment felt justified in investigating. 
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MANISTEE COUNTY. 



Dr. Q. P. Knowles, family dwelling, in Manistee. Fires occun-ed Nov, 
6 and 7, 1913. Kenneth Knowles, 19 year old son of owner, believed to 
be mentally defective and responsible for the tires. Parents placed him 
in care of friends in Chicago after the Probate Conrt had been petitioned 
for his examination. 



Elmer P. Forbes and wife, general store and contents, at Chippewa 
Late and adjoining property. Fire occnrred Nov. 3, 1913. Circnm- 
stances surrounding fire such that the department felt justified in in- 
vestigating. 

MENOMINEE COUNTY. 

Bartholomew Kollman, farm bam 7 miles north of Menoniiiite. Fire 
occurred July 24, 1913, Circumstances such that the department felt 
justified in investigating. 

Joseph LeSage & Sou, frame store at 430 Grand Ave. Menominee, 
Fire occurred Dec. 30, 1913, Apparently store was fired to conceal 
robbery. The "fire-bng" has not been apprehended. 

OTTAWA COUNTY, 

William Havedink, farm bam and contents 5 miles from Holland. 
Fire occnrred Ang. 31, 1913. Circumstances surrounding fire such that 
department felt justified in investigating. Pending. 

SAGINAW COUNTY. 

Fred B, Jenks and Edwin 0. Weller, roller rink at Riverside Park, 
near Saginaw. Firing attempted Sept. 2, 1913. Kerosene, rags, roofing 
preparation, etc, with bumiug candle, were fortunately discovered in ■ 
bnilding In time to prevent damage to property. Jenks and Weller were 
arrested, charged with arson, Weller, after trial lasting six days, was 
acquitted by a jury, and the Jenks case was dismissed soon afterward 
on motion of the Prosecutor, 

SANILAC COUNTY. 

Alonzo Earns, frame bam in Worth township. Pire occurred in 
September, 1913, cause not determined. Circumstances such that this 
department felt justified in investigating. 

Luther Fairbanks, frame bam in Marlette township. Fire occurred 
June 15, 1913, cause not determined. Circumstances surrounding fire 
such that this department felt justified in investigating. 

ST. CLAIE COUNTY, 

R. G, Baker, vacant frame dwelling, in Marine City. Fire occurred 
June 22, 1913, believed to have been set by boys. Circumstances sur- 
rounding fire such that this department felt justified in investigating. 
There have been a number of similar fires in this locality in past few 
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years, and a few days before the Baker fire two boys confessed to having 
fired other vacant bnildings. 

Kerr Grain & Hay Co. buildings, at Melvin. Fire i>eeurred Ot. 13, 
1913, cause not determined. CircnmstaDCes surrounding fire such that 
this department felt justified in investigating. 



M. E. Church in Denmark township. Fire, date not given, reported of 
mysterious origin. Cause of fire not determined, 

VAN BUKEN COUNTY. 

Mrs. Ettie Watson farm bam, and contents owned by George Baldwin, 
tenant, in Decatur, township. Fire occurred Sept. 6, 1913. Circum- 
stances surrounding fire such that this department felt justified in in- 
vestigating. 

WASHTENAW COUNTY. 

Mrs. Lydia Thompson, frame barn, at Ann Arbor. Fire occurred 
Sept, 30, 1913. Philip Philips, aged 14, adopted by Ann Arbor family 
from State school at Coldwater, confessed to firing the building and 
other buildings and was returned to the Coldwater institution. 

Albert Fiegle, frame barn in Ann Arbor. Fire occurred Oct, 13, 1913. 
Philip Philips, aged 14, also confessed responsibility for this fire. 

First Church of Christ, in Ann Arbor. Fire occurred Oct. 13, 1913. 
Philip Phillips, aged 14, also confessed responsibility for this fire. 

Hamilton G, Lewie, farm bam one mile from Ypsilanti. Fire oc- 
curred Dec. 1, 1913, fire reported of suspicious nature, but upon investi- 
gation Lewis explained fire was caused by a lifted lantern he was 
carrying being crushed against manger in barn by a cow, setting fire 
to the hay. 

WAYNE COUNTY. 

Philip Barcon, alias Cohen, household furniture, etc., at 296 Frederick 
St., Detroit. Fire occurred June 6, 1913, confined to closet in bedroom 
of dwelling. Circumstances surrounding fire such that this department 
felt justified in investigating. 

Wladyslaw Miesskowski, casket factory, at 513-515 E, Forest Av., 
Detroit. Fire occurred Sept. 11, 1913, cause not determined. Circum- 
stances surrounding fire such that this department felt justified in in- 
vestigating. 

Chris. Vifale and wife, candy, notions and cigar store, at 71C Antoine 
St., Detroit. Fire occurred Sept. 15, 1913. Vitale and wife were arrested, 
charged with arson. Charges were withdrawn in Justice court, for 
lack of evidence, on motion of Prosecutor with consent of State Fire 



Harry Hartwick, motor boat on Detroit River, near Eeorse. Fire 
occurred Oct. 7, 1913, Circumstances surrounding fire such that this 
department felt justified in investigating, 

A. E. Lewis, frame bam in Canton township. Fire occurred Oct. 10, 
1913. Cause unknown, and not determined by investigation. 
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John Jasik store at 2504 Jefferson Ave. W., Detroit. Pire occurred 
Oct. 14, 1913, Circnmstances sun-ounding fire such that this depart- 
ment felt justified in investigating. Pending. 

Frank Mott, farm barn in Canton township. Fire occurred Oct 19, 
1913, and reported ol unknown origin. Cause of fire not determined. 

Daniel F. Dennis, poolroom in building owned by Duncan Lockhart 
at 950-952 Grand River Ave., Detroit. Fire occurred Oct. 22, 1913. 
Circumstances surrounding fire- such that this department felt justified 
in investigating. 

John Deloes bam, rear of 478 Winder St,, Detroit, Fires occurred 
Oct. 16 and Dec. 2, 1913. Albert Oblaser, roomer ejected by Mrs, Anna 
Zindler, occupant of house on this property, arrested on suspicion of 
arson, but evidence insufficient and on the minor charge of disorderly 
conduct, he was sentenced to 90 days imprisonment. 

Steinberg Bros., Ladies' and Children's garments, store at 211 Michi- 
gan Ave., Detroit. Fire occuiTed Dec. 21, 1913. Circumstances sur- 
rounding fire sucli that this department felt justified in investigating. 
Investigation pending, 

Frank Asario, poolroom at 173 Fort St., Detroit. Fire occurred Dec. 
22, 1913, second mysterious fire in a month. Circumstances surrounding 
fire such that this ' department felt justified in investigating. 

Bamett Waxer, contents of shed, rear of 309 Erskine Street, in De- 
troit. P^ire occurred Dec. 30, 1913, Circumstances surrounding Are 
such that this department felt justified in investigating. 

WEXPOBD COUNTY, 

Morrell & Lyle, general store at Sherman. Pire occurred Dec. 8, 1913. 
Circumstances surrounding fire such that this department felt justified 
in investigating. 
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0!ti type of fire figMinn apparaliis in use In 1S4 



Horse tlrawn apparatus fast being replacerl iiy automobile equipment. 
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